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INTRODUCTION. 


HE Bible is a universal book, It isapplicableto all classes and all 
countries. The Hindoo of India and the highly civilized Cauca- 
sian of Europe and America alike find in its teachings a respon- 
sive cord. It is equally interesting to the children aud adults, 

: ; Where else can be found such fascinating stories asin the - 
pages of this old Book? Baby Moses in the bulrushes, The innocent» 
pathetic figure of the little Ishmael, left todie by himself in the wilderness, 
but lifting up his little voice to God and not in vain! Joseph, the loving 
son and true brother, and David, the shepherd lad who became a great 
King—what endless charm these stories of real life, when the world was 
young, hold for the mind and heart of both young and old! A young 
collegian, writing of a charming, restless boy of nine years, temporarily 
under his charge, says, “I am reading the story of Joseph to H—— out of 
the Bible. It is wonderful to see the little fellow with his eyes fixed upon 

‘me, never speaking,—scarcely moving for as long atime asI choose to read!” 

What entrancing pictures of real life we find in the Bible: Old and 
young pressing close tothe Christ as he sits by the wayside, to win a word 
of love and blessing from his gracious lips. People of allages waving their 
palm-branches and singing Hosannas to the King whom they understood 
and loved, as he rode in triumph toward Jerusalem. The beloved daughter 
of Jairus called back from her dreamless sleep by the Master’s voice. The 
healing of the nobleman's boy, and the quick response of the little lad who 
cheerfully parted with his midday lunch at the word of the great Teacher 
whom he had doubtless learned to love, These, and many another picture 
of child life adorn the pages of this greatest of Books, and assure us that the 

Bible is indeed " for the child,” and should therefore be brought easily within 

his reach. a rd a a a 

It follows that any winning and reverent device which may serve to 
attract young minds and hearts to the priceless truth hidden away in the 

Holy Book, deserves a welcome, a Cad ad 

Such a device is presented in these pages, where Bible narrative and 
precept are brought before the eye in symbol form, and the eager, question 
ing mind of the child is led through the pictured word to a real interest in 
and love for the words which Christ declared are ‘‘spirit" and ‘‘life.” ae 


menace 
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“Through the eye to the heart,” has long been a recognized principle 
in primary teaching. Hence, the use of the blackboard and of everyday 
objects by primary teachers. The untrained thought must be caught and 
held, if it is to be directed rightly. * Bd a 

The home is the starting place in the race of life, and the mother is 
the starter. The old song says truthfully : 

“Baby’s skies 
Are mother’s eyes.” 

As mother frowns or smiles, so does baby. As mother thinks and feels, 
so does baby, during the most impressible period of his life. Great is the 
mother’s responsibility! Great is her opportunity! When she realizes the 
one or the other, how gladly she hails any help in molding the young lives 
entrusted to her care! And there is no such helper as the Word of God. 
Happy is that home in which it is known and loved and reverenced as 
being God’s own Book! me . & * 

But how are the children to become acquainted with its sacred sweet- 
ness and life-giving power except as the parents introduce it to them? If 
father and mother are acquainted with its hidden treasures, and show by 
word and by deed, that they delight to turn to it for counsel and for com- 
fort, then the children will in the great majority of cases learn to love and 
prize it too. Bd Bd st od 

A book largely made up of strong, clear’ pictures, setting forth through 
forms of life already known to the children, many of the precepts and 
promises of the Bible,as well as many of the striking stories told in its 
pages, can hardly fail to at least assist in making it known to the child. 

The little one who bends his brow in earnest thought over a pictured 
text, calling upon mother again and again for help, will thenceforth carry 
a picture in his thought which will help to imprint the words upon his 
mind, —to come forth perhaps some future day ina time of stress and 
supply the needed bread of God for his soul’s famine! % & 

And the mother, — what opportunities are thus afforded her for speak- 
ing the “word in season,” opening the low door to some rich, sweet truth, 
ot clothing with life the story which is here but outlined! x & 

In confident belief that this fascinating volume will prove a safe and 
strong helper in many a home, leading by pleasant paths to an interest in 


and love for the Word of God, it is sent forth on its mission. es he 


“ The paths that lead us to God’s throne 
Are worn by children’s feet.” 
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THE BEGINNING OF THINGS. 


ACK of the beginning of all things in this world 
is,—God. It is one thing to make—it is another 
thing to create. Man can make, from things he 
finds in this world ready for his use—only God 
can create and make something out of nothing. 

The story of the beginning of things in this world 
is told in the book of Genesis. That is the first book in the 
Bible and the word means “Beginning.” 

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth.” 

“At first the earth was empty and had no form. 
There wasa sound of rushing waters and there was darkness 
everywhere. Then God said, “Let there be light,” and the 
beautiful light came. ‘Then he divided the light and made 
Day and Night. This was the first day. 

The second day God separated the waters from the 
waters. Some he drew up into the sky and from there they 
came down to us in rain and dew. 

The third day came and God gathered the waters that 
were left below into great seas and lakes and that left the 
dry land, which he called the earth. The same day God 
made the grass and the flowers and the trees bearing the 
fruits we love, and he looked at them all and said it was 
good. See with what love and care God made a happy 


Fae RN ——> Tena ye, ee = Maas€), 
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place for you, his children, who were already living in his 
thoughts! 

The work of the fourth day was as beautiful as it was 
wonderftl, for then God made the sun, and the moon, and 
the stars. He gave to each one its place and its own work 
to do. Can you think of any work that is given these gems 
of the sky to do? 

And then God began to make living creatures,—the 
fish that live in the great waters, and the fowl and birds 
that fly about the earth. Some were very small, but others 
were great like the whale in the sea and the noble eagle 
in the air. God blessed them, for he saw that his work was 
good, and this was the fifth day of the beginning. 

On the sixth day God made the living creatures that 


dwell on the land—all kinds of cattle, and beasts of the 
field, the creeping things, he made. They are his creatures 
just as truly as we are, and God has put them here for some 
purpose, for he “saw that it was good.” 

And now God had made a place for man to live and 
had made many things to bea help and blessing to him, and 
he said, “Let us make man in our image.” And so God 
created man. “Both male and female created he them,” to 
rule over the fish of the sea, the fowl of the air, and the 
cattle of the earth. Then he blessed them and told them 
that all the good things he had made were for their use. 


He placed them in a beautiful garden to care for it and 
enjoy the good things that grew there. 
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LEARNING A HARD LESSON. ly 
| 
HE first man God created was named “Adam” and h 
the first woman “Eve.” They were in a new, Ml 
\ beautiful world and God gave them a home in ) 
rf the lovely garden of fruits and flowers. Some- 
" times he came and walked in the garden with 
| these dear children of his and talked with them. What a | 
ty happy life it was! No hard work, only to dress and keep Na 
the garden, no care, no pain, and no trouble, and God, their \ 
| holy and loving creator, for their strong and constant 
Friend. 
(fh But a little cloud appeared in the clear sky of their Cay 
iS happiness. When God gave this beautiful garden called a 
the Garden of Eden for their home he told them that they 
H might eat the fruit from every tree in it but one. If they 
should eat the fruit from that one he said they would surely (% 
J die. Do you wonder why God should do this? He wanted \ 
| them to learn to choose and obey. ‘They were like children | 
in a new world and with everything to learn. But they had | } 
(i God for their teacher and this lesson of obedience was one Sap 
\t of the first he gave them to learn. Surely, you say, they 
Ef will obey God! 


Into this peaceful garden came the spirit of evil. He 
took the form of a serpent and whispered to Eve about the 


beauty of the fruit on the forbidden tree. He said that they 
would not die if they ate the fruit, but their eyes would be 


opened and they would then know all about good and evil. 
And Eve—poor, foolish Eve—believed the evil spirit and 
took some of the fruit and ate it. ‘This was not all—she 
gave some to Adam and he ate it, and right away they knew 
they had done wrong. When they heard the voice of God 
in the garden they tried to hide themselves. As if anyone 
could ever hide from God! 

And did they die? No, not then, but the spirit of 
innocence died in them and never again could they look into 
the face of God with clear, unafraid eyes. They lost their 
beautiful home, too, and went out to labor hard for their 
bread because they had chosen to please themselves rather 
than God. 

But this was not all. They planted the seeds of dis- 
obedience and self-will, which grew great and strong in 
other hearts, and so the beautiful world God had made for 
his children to live in became a place in which there is sin, 
and sorrow, and pain, and death, and all this because Adam 
and Eve wanted to have their own way. 

The child who chooses to obey finds his home a 
happy place. He is not afraid when he hears his father’s or 
mother’s voice, but is quick to answer and glad to hear all 
they say. But the child who loves his own way best and 
disobeys the commands that are given by those who love 


him, is not happy. He wants to hide away when he has done 
wrong, for his heart tells him that he has listened to the 


tempter and yielded as Adam and Eve did. Then, like 
Adam and Eve, he loses his sweet home joy and the gladness 
that comes from loving obedience. 
“Tl see how Jesus lived 
By reading in his Word, 
And try to be his little child, 
Just following my Lord.” > 
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spake unto 


his father, and said, 
My father: and he said, 
Heream I, my son. And 
he said, Behold the 


and the 


stretched forth his 


and 
took the 


and said, Abraham, 
Abraham: and he said, 

Heream I. And he 
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seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son, from me. 
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A STORY OF FAITH AND OBEDIENCE. 


BRAHAM, one of the Old Testament heroes, was 
a man of great faith and of perfect obedience. 
Perhaps he began to be obedient when he was 
a very little child and this helps us to believe 
that he had a good mother, though we do not 

know her name. Huis father’s name was Terah and all his 

children were born in Ur of the Chaldees. But when God 
called them to go to Canaan they arose and went, but 


stopped at Haran on the way, and there Terah died. It 
was in Ur that Abraham found his beautiful wife Sarah, 


who had no child for many, many years until at last the 
Lord gave her a little son whom she named Isaac. 

This story is about Abraham and Isaac. God knew 
that the faith and obedience of Abraham was almost perfect, 
but he wanted to try him once more and this is the story 
of the way he did it. 

| Among the heathen people who lived near Abraham 
in Canaan there was a dreadful kind of worship,—the 
offering up of children as sacrifices to the gods. This is 
done in some heathen lands to this very day. Abraham 
had been taught to offer lambs and bullocks. It was not 


| because the Lord loved such worship, but because he knew 

| that men were like children in these early days of the world, } 

‘\ and that they must see a picture of prayer or of praise to Sy 
help them to believe it. It seemed to these childish people 

i that the smoke of the sacrifices and the incense carried their i 


worship up to God, who was looking down from the Heavens 


CS) 

“A and waiting for it. 

The heathen people believed in this kind of worship, i\ 
P v7 too, and sometimes offered their children to false gods. The € 
fl true God never wanted such offerings. Yet, one day he ' 
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spoke to Abraham to prove his faith and told him to take 
his only son Isaac, whom he loved, to Mount Moriah and 
there to offer him as a burnt sacrifice on the mountain top. 

Do you think Abraham would say, “Why,’—or “How 
can I,’—or “Thou hast promised,’—? No, he arose up 
early in the morning, saddled his ass, cut the wood for the 
burnt offering, and taking his son and two men servants 
started toward the place that was afterward Jerusalem For 
three days they walked, and when Abraham saw the high 
place before him he told the servants to wait with the ass 
while he and Isaac went up to worship. Abraham carried 
the fire and the knife, but Isaac carried the wood, and so 
they went up the rocky way together. 

Isaac said: 

“My father, behold the fire and the wood, but where 
is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 

Abraham put aside his grief and said: 

“God will provide himself the lamb for a burnt offer- 
ine my son. 

When they came to the top of Moriah, where the 
great world altar has stood for ages, Abraham built the 
altar and laid on the wood,—and then,—could he do it? 
Yes, he did. He bound Isaac upon the wood, then he put 
forth his hand for the knife, but a voice from Heaven called 
him. It was the Lord, who had seen his perfect faith and 
his perfect obedience. 

“Lay not thy hand upon the lad,” he said. “Neither 
do thou anything to him: for now I know that thou fearest 
God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son, 
from me.” 

Then Abraham saw a ram caught in a thicket by his 
horns and he took it and offered it up as a burnt offering 
to the Lord. He also named the place “Jehovah-Jireh,” 
or “The Lord Will Provide.” 
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JOSEPH SOLD BY HIS BRETHREN. 


EHOLD, this dreamer. cometh.” The words were 
spoken by one of a group of men in the fields of 
Dothan. They wore the loose, rough garb of the 
East, and their strong faces were browned by long 
exposure to an eastern sun. 

“Come now, therefore,” the harsh voices went on, “let 
us slay him, and cast him into some pit, and we will say, some 
evil beast hath devoured him; and we shall see what will 
become of his dreams.” 

But one of the brothers said, “Let us not kill him, but 
cast him into this pit that is in the wilderness.” This was 
Reuben, one of the sons of Jacob, and he wanted the life of his 
young brother spared for his old father’s sake. And so when 
young Joseph, the dreamer, and the darling of his father, came 
near, the hard-hearted brothers seized him and first stripping 
off the beautiful “coat of many colors,” which had helped to 
cause their jealousy and ill feeling, they threw him into one of 
the pits so often found in that country. 

Why had these men learned to hate their young brother, 
the son of Jacob’s old age, and the firstborn of the beautiful 
Rachel? More than once Joseph had dreamed strange dreams, 
which he told inthe innocence of his heart. Always the dreams 
seemed to mean that he would one day be in high honor, and 
his brothers would bow down to him and serve him. These 
dreams, and the fondness with which his father looked upon this 
beloved son, had stirred their hearts to hatred, and they allowed 
the spirit of envy and jealousy to drive them to thoughts of 
murder. 

But now a new thought came to one of their number. 
A company of traveling merchants came in sight, and they 
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agreed to sell their brother and let him be carried away into 
Egypt to be sold asa slave. This was done, and the “dreamer” 
was taken away from their sight, as they supposed, for all time. 

And now, see how God cares for his children who are 
true to him, as Joseph was. Sold as a slave to Potiphar, a high 
officer of King Pharaoh’s, he soon became a trusted servant, 
and his heathen master saw and believed that “the Lord was 
with him.” He even found that he himself was blessed and 
prospered for Joseph’s sake, and that this noble, handsome 
young man was of great value to him. 

But trouble came through Potiphar’s vain and foolish 
wife, and Joseph was thrown into prison, though he had done 
no wrong. Again we read, “But the Lord was with Joseph.” 
Yes, even in prison and disgrace, the Lord stood by him, giving 
him wisdom and love, and sending him dreams, which in the 
end brought him out of prison, and placed him in still higher 
position than before ! 

The King of Egypt, the great Pharaoh, had a. wonderful 
dream, which no wise man could interpret. He sent for Joseph, 
and the Lord showed Joseph the true meaning. When the 
King learned that a great famine was coming, he placed Joseph 
in charge, and during all the famine years, and the years of 
plenty that went before, it was Joseph’s wisdom that planned, 
and carried out the plans which saved Egypt from great trouble 
and loss. 

One day there came a company of men from Canaan, 
where the famine was sore, asking to buy bread from Joseph. 
Fle knew them at once for his brothers, but they knew him not. 
His loving heart went out to them, and when he at last made 
himself known to them, he wept aloud for joy and sorrow. The 
time had come, indeed, when the dreams of the dreamer had 
come true, and Joseph, the hated and despised brother, became, 
not only one to whom the brothers bowed down in love and 
reverence, but the one to whom they actually owed their lives. 
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said unto his brethren, I am 
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could not answer 
him; for they 
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KEEPING THE COMMANDMENTS. 


OTHER, do you keep all the commandments, all 
the time? I should think you would get very 
tired!” 

Bruce Bailey felt sure that his mother could 

do no wrong, but he wanted a good excuse for 

himself. It seemed as if he was always doing wrong though 
he did not mean or wish to. How could mother be so good? 

“Indeed, I do not,” she said with a little sigh. “I try 
to,—always,—but I often fail. If we should keep all the 
commandments, all the time, what need would we have for 
a Saviour from sin? He came to save sinners, not to admire 
the righteous. He said, you know, “I came not to call the 
righteous but sinners to repentance.” 

“Why, of course,” said Bruce, and his face looked 
much brighter. 

“T cannot expect to be good every minute, but you 
have learned to, I know, in all these years, and maybe I shall 
learn to be good if I live long enough. How long does it 
take, mother?” 

“Tt takes a lifetime to learn to let the Lord save us 
from sin. We cannot save ourselves, but we can let him 
save us. How strange it is that we can listen to an evil 
spirit when the Lord himself is speaking to us!” 

“Why, you never listen to evil spirits, mother, I know 
you do not.” 

“Ves, I do, I forget the promises and the command- 
ments sometimes when I am in trouble and begin to think 
of the evil things that may happen until it seems as if they 
will almost surely happen.” 
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“What evil things, mother?” 

“T hope I am not telling you too much, Bruce, but 
sometimes I fear you may grow up with that wilfulness that 
often troubles you and that will grow stronger and take 
you captive. Then what should we do? Just here I am 
always in much distress of mind until I remember my Father 
in Heaven who is your Father, too, and he gives me a little 
word that brings peace in like a flowing river. How good,— 
how good he is!” 

“What does he say to you, mother?” 

“Sometimes he has said, “Fear not, Mary,’ or “Thy 
Son vet. « 

“Sometimes I have seen a drunken young man and 
have seemed to see you grow up to become like him. ‘This 
would follow me all day; once it followed me three days 
and then suddenly a voice spoke to me in the night: 

“Thou shall have joy and gladness; and many shall 
rejoice at his birth, for he shall be great in the sight of the 
Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink, and 
he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost.” 

' “Then I thanked God with tears of gratitude and 
went to sleep in peace. You see, Bruce, that I do not keep 
all the commandments all the time, don’t you?” 

Bruce was full of tears himself, but he said: “You 
were only afraid mother, and afraid of me; you were not 
badx 

“sometimes 1 teel trettul, Brice; alinest angry. but 
God forgives me.” 

“Well, mother,” said Bruce, after a long silence, “you ie 
need never be sorry you told me these things. I am going flr 
to begin now to keep all the commandments as well as I can 
and to let God teach me just as you do. I just need to love 
him and trust him, I suppose.” 

“That is all, dear boy.” 
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KEEPING THE SABBATH. 


EHEMIAH was a priest and a cupbearer to the 
king in Shushan, the palace in Babylon. It was 
after the time of the seventy years’ captivity of 
the Jews,—a long lifetime of years after, but 
many of the Jews still lived in Babylon because 

it was a sater place to live than Jerusalem. ‘The jealous 


- and barbarous nations all around the city made war against 


it continuously and burned its gates with fire and carried 
away the treasures of the people who lived there. 

Nehemiah was sick with sorrow when he heard how 
the walls of the Holy City were broken down and its gates 
burned. He fasted and prayed; he asked the Lord to give 
him mercy in the sight of the king, and the Lord heard his 
prayer. When he came to serve the king again he looked 
pale and troubled, and the king said: 

“Why is thy countenance sad, seeing thou art not 
sick? This is nothing else but sorrow of heart.” 

Then Nehemiah told the king what he had heard 
from his brother Hanani. The king loved Nehemiah and 
trusted him, so he said, “For what dost thou make request?” 
Then the king’s cupbearer, praying to God in his heart, 
asked the king to send him to Jerusalem, the city of his 
fathers, to build it again. 

There is a very pretty thing just here in the Bible 
story. It says: 

“And the king said unto me (‘the queen also sitting 
by him’), “For how long shall thy journey be and when 
wilt thou return?” 


i 


a> 
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Two things made the king very gentle: the spirit 
of God within him, and the spirit of a good wite beside him. 

‘So it pleased the king to send me,” wrote Nehemiah, 
‘and I set him a time.” 

Some time you will read the book of Nehemiah and 
find the wonderful story of the rebuilding of the walls of 
Jerusalem. Nehemiah had a great work to do and only 
a little time in which to do it. He worked with all the 
strength of his mind and body,—first to strengthen the 
hearts of a discouraged people, and then to teach them how 
to work. They built the walls with their weapons of war 
upon them. 

“Every one,” says the Bible story, “with one hand 
wrought on the work and with the other hand he held 
a weapon.” 

When all was builded and the gates barred they kept 
a joyful feast for seven days, and the streets and squares 
were full of little leafy houses made of the branches of olive 
and myrtle, and palm, and pine, which they had brought 
in from the Mount of Olives. 

But almost the last great work that Nehemiah did 
for the Jews was to bring back their Sabbath. If you will 
look at the picture page you will see just what Nehemiah 
saw every Sunday. He knew that God saw it too and he 
could not go back to Babylon and remember that picture 
of a Sabbath in Jerusalem! What could he do? 

He locked the city gates at sunset on the next 
Sabbath and set guards over them until the Sabbath was 
past. Then the merchants from Tyre, and the sellers of 
all kinds of wares, and grains, and wine, and fruits and foods 
camped outside the gates once or twice, until Nehemiah 
threatened to arrest them. Then they came no more on 
the Sabbath and the city had a peaceful, quiet day, as the 
Sabbath always should be. 
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THAT STRANGE COMMANDMENT. 


MUST learn that strange commandment this 
week, mamma,” said Rose, “beginning, “Thou 
shalt not covet, and I don’t know what ‘covet’ 
means. I asked my teacher and she told me 
to ask you. Why did she tell me that?” 

“Covet is a strange word,” said Rose’s mother smiling, 
“and I should like to talk with you about it,—but here comes 
Mrs. Gray and Mrs. Gardner and I shall be busy for a little 
while.” 

Rose said to herself, “I think I will go to the Standard, 
for that tells us everything, papa says.” 

So in her father’s study Rose found the Standard 
Dictionary and after a long search the word “covet.” 

“Why,” she said with a surprised smile, “it only 
means to want something very much,—to long for it,—to 
desire eagerly,—lI don’t know what ‘inordinate’ and ‘unlaw- 
ful’ mean exactly, but I think it is right to long for good 
things and desire them eagerly. And I don’t see why this 
queer commandment was just tacked on the very last of 
all the others to bother us so! I mean to ask papa about 
it when he comes.” 

Then Rose placed a bookmark in the Dictionary and 
went out to play in the fresh air. 

Mrs. Gardner and Mrs. Gray were in the parlor a 
long time and when they had at last gone both Rose and 
her mother had forgotten about the commandment. Rose’s 
mind was full of a plan she had made with Mary in the 
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kitcher. to send Arthur a box of goodies, which would be 
a good thing to have at Easter, for the boys at Beech- 
wood School, were many of them to stay for the short 
vacation. She had this on her mind when she came down 


to dinner and spoke of it. Both her mother and father were 
greatly pleased with the plan and said they would help her. 
“OQ, mamma,” cried Rose a little later, “I found out 
what ‘covet’ means.” 
“Well,” said her mother, “what is it?” 
“Why, it means to want something very much,—to 
long for it,—to desire eagerly; is not that good instead 
of bad?” 
“That depends to whom the something belongs that 
you want,” said mamma. 
“Papa, it was your Dictionary that told me, and you 
say it is always right,” said Rose looking surprised. 
“Yes, but is that all you found out?” 
“Tt said something about ‘inordinate’ and ‘unlawful,’ 
but I did not know those words.” 
“We may desire eagerly all the free gifts of God, but 
not the gifts that he has given to our neighbor. ‘That is an 
‘ordinate’ and ‘unlawful’ desire. You may long with all 
your soul for ‘the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit,’ but 
not for your Aunt Annie’s ruby ring. Do you see?” 
A glow as from a ruby spread over Rose’s face, for 
she had often longed for that beautiful and costly ring on 
Aunt Annie’s hand and had hoped that Aunt Annie would 4 
say in her will ‘My ruby ring to Rose.’ ” ! 
“Is Aunt Annie my neighbor?” asked Rose. V 


“To be sure she is,” said mamma, “and a very good 
one, too. We will not steal anything from her with even 
a wish, will we Rose?” 
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A TABLE IN THE WILDERNESS. 


HINK about this for a moment: what if, instead of 

a dear home, you had only the starry or stormy 

sky above you each night, or perhaps a little 

tent that you must roll up and carry with you 

the next day? Suppose you belonged to a moving 

nation? ‘That is just what the Israelites were for forty years 
after they were led out of Egypt. They needed only to cross 
a little corner of Arabia to come at once into the land of 
Promise. ‘Their father Jacob and his twelve sons did so and 
it can easily be done now. It would have taken scarcely 


a month for this journey, but so wrong-minded were the 
people of Israel, and so weak was their faith, and so ready 


were they to disobey the leader God had given them, that 
they had to be led by many long and painful ways to the 
land of Canaan. ‘ 
But all this time God cared for them very tenderly. 
Do you remember how he made a path for them through 
the Red Sea when they were in danger, and have you heard 
how, when they were in a desert land, he sent manna fresh 
from Heaven to them every night? And then when they 
longed for the food of Egypt and could not bear the taste 
of the manna any longer, who but a tender, loving Father 
would have sent great flocks of quail to cover the ground 
all around them? Only a loving and powerful God could 
have been patient with them in all their wilfulness and lead 
them by day and by night with the pillar of cloud and the 
pillar of fire all through their journey in the wilderness. 
_ You remember that the Jews were a favored people, 
and so they are to-day. Wherever they go and however 
badly they may be treated, yet no nation can ever destroy 


ia 


them. God still watches over them and tries to lead them 
in the right way. We should never forget that Jesus our 
Saviour was a few. 

When you get very tired of oatmeal, or bread and 
milk, how delightful is the thought of something different. 
It was just so with the people of Israel. They grew so tired 
of eating the food in the wilderness that often the smell and 
the taste of the good food they had had in Egypt came back 
to them, and they wanted again the crisp, brown fish, the 
tender cucumber, and the luscious melons. ‘here were also 
the leeks, the onions, and the garlic, which give a relish 
to so many other kinds of food. And they loved and longed 
after all these things. 

You do not wonder, do you, that in this great army 
of “six hundred thousand footmen” there were many who 
thought of these things and wanted once more to taste the 
food of Egypt, and to drink the sweet water of the Nile? 

This turning back toward Egypt is called “lust” in 
the Bible and it means turning back toward a state of sin 
from which the Lord had turned us. Some things grow 
very dear and beautiful to us as we live in them, but they 
draw the heart away from goodness and from God and fix 
it upon self, and the pleasures of this world. 

You know Jesus said: 

“T am the bread of life,’ and “whosoever drinketh 
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of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst, but - 


the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of 
water, springing up into everlasting life.” 

This is sometimes called the water of life, and when 
we have come to know the Lord and he has truly taken us 
to his heart, then we know just what it is, the true life of 
God in our spirits. 

- Let us think of these things whenever false love or 
“lust” tempts us. 
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A TRUE STORY OF LOVE AND FAITH 


NTREA1 me not to leave thee, or to return from 
following after thee ; for whither thou goest I will 
go, and where thou lodgest I will lodge; thy peo- 
ple shall be my people, and thy God my God. 
Where thou diest will I die, and there will I be 

buried—the Lord do 5S to me and more also if aught but 

death part thee and me.’ 

It was a young woman of Moab oe spoke these noble 
and beautiful words to a woman old and sad, and bowed by 
many sorrows. Years before a man of Bethlehem in Judah 
took his wife and two sons, because of famine, and went into 
the land of Moab to dwellforatime. His namewas Elimelech, 
and his wite was called Naomi. Elimelech died in this strange 
land, and Naomi was left with her two sons, who married 
wives from among the daughters of Moab. And then came a 
sad time when the sons died, and Naomi was left alone with 
her daughters-in-law, Orpah and Ruth. They loved one an- 


other and dwelt in peace and union, but the mother’s heart 


turned in her loneliness more and more toward her own kin- 
dred, her own land, and above all the God of Israel whom she 
had loved and served in her happy youth, and whom she still 
loved, though among a people who knew him not. 

The longing desire grew in the heart of Naomi, until 
she could no longer abide in the land of strangers, and one day 
she turned her face toward the land of Judah, and Orpah and 
Ruth said they would go with her. 

Naomi bade them return, each to her mother’s house, 
and she kissed them tenderly, while all three women wept as 
they tried to bid one another a long farewell. Then Ruth, her 


oS 


heart running over with love and faith, spoke the words which 
have lived, and will always live in the world while love and faith 
are dear to human hearts. 

Again Naomi bade the loving daughters return to their 
own people, and not seek to follow an old and broken woman 
upon whom the hand of the Lord had been laid. The daugh- 
ters again wept aloud, and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law 
again, and turned to go to her own people. But Ruth, glow- 
ing with love and the spirit of self-sacrifice, clung to the older 
woman. When Naomi saw that Ruth was of a steadfast mind 
and would not leave her, we may well believe that hope and 
courage entered into the soul of the sad-hearted woman and she 
went on her way with a heart lightened ana cheered by the 
love and tenderness of this dear daughter. 

Ruth gave up her own people, her own land, and the 
gods she had been taught to serve. What did she gain? 

She gained the undying affection of a lonely woman, the 
love and respect of all who saw her devotion to duty, and above 
all else the favor of Israel’s God and King! She gainea, too, 
the honor of being an ancestress of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
her name will be known as long as he is loved and worshiped 
on earth. 

A good and noble man saw this sweet woman gleaning 
in the field after the reapers. His heart was drawn to her by 
her beauty and modest ways, and he made her his honored 
wife, giving her a name and high position, and a dear child was 
given her, who became the father of Jesse, the father of David, 
the great King of Israel, from whom in a direct line ‘was born 
Jesus who is called Christ.” 
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DAVID AND GOLIATH 


ONG ago when the world was young there lived a 
clear-eyed, noble boy who feared nothing but evil. 
He was a shepherd lad, keeping his father’s flocks 
on the wide, grassy plains of Bethlehem. He was 
the youngest son of Jesse, and had several brothers 
older than himself. A brave and faithful lad he was,—so brave 
that when peacefully watching his sheep one day, a lion came 
out of the rocky gorge not far away, and tried to carry away 
some of the tender lambs, their young shepherd, thinking not 
of his own safety, slew the lion, and saved his flock! Another 
day a hungry bear came seeking food, and young David fear- 
lessly slew him—again saving his flock. 


There came a day when there was war between Israel 


and the Philistines. The armies came in plain sight of each 
other, and the Philistines sent their champion—the great giant 
Goliath—to dare any man to come out and fight with him and 
thus settle the quarrel between the two armies. 


Goliath was tallerthan any man youever saw. He wore 
a great helmet of brass on his head, and his body was covered 
with a coat of mail. He had a big voice and a fierce look, and 
all the soldiers who heard him were afraid to fight him. Every 
day the giant came out and taunted the Israelites and called 
them cowards, and King Saul’s heart was full of trouble and 
dismay. 

But one day he was told that a lad had come to the 
battlefield to bring food to his brothers, who said he would 
fight the giant! Saul said, “Bring him tome.” But when he 
- saw the fair face and slender form of young David, he was much 
disappointed, and said sadly, “Alas! you are too young and 


weak to fight a great giant like Goliath.” But David, looking 
the king in the eye, said modestly but bravely, “The Lord who 
delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of 
the bear, He will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine.” 
Then Saul saw that David was not thinking of his own power 
or strength, but of the power and strength of the great God, 
and he said, “Go, and the Lord be with thee.” 

So David went, believing in his faithful young heart that 
God would humble the pride and wickedness of this powerful 
giant, and give the victory to His people Israel. He would not 
wear armor or carrya sword. He wanted all the people to see 
that God could use a weak boy to conquer evil, and he took 
only his shepherd’s staff and his sling, and went cheerfully to 
meet the bad, bold giant. 

When Goliath saw this fair, ruddy-faced boy coming to 
meet him, armed only with his shepherd’s staff and a sling, he 
despised him and cursed him by his gods. But David said to 
him, calmly, ‘I come to thee in the name of the Lord of hosts; 
this day will the Lord deliver thee into mine hand.” The giant 
came to meet him in great rage, rattling his armor and waving 
his sword, but young David, who had picked up a few smooth 
stones from the side of the brook, only took one of them from 
his little shepherd’s bag, put it carefully in his sling, and threw 
it with so true an aim, and with such power in his young hand, 
that it struck the fierce giant squarely in the forehead, and he 
fell down flat upon his face! When the soldiers of the two armies 
saw this the Israelites shouted for joy, and the Philistines turned 
and ran away, for they saw that the God of Israel was fighting 
for His people. 
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A SONG OF LOVE AND FORGIVENESS. 


HIS is a beautiful story of the forgiveness that 
comes down from Heaven. ‘The story is from 
the life of David, and at the end of the life of 
Saul, whom Samuel had anointed king of Israel. 

Saul loved himself so much that it made him 
jealous of others. He was king of Israel and the whole 
nation looked up to him as their great and wise ruler. He 
was tall and looked like a king, and he loved to have the 
people praise him, but he could not do all the great deeds 
he wanted to do, and the Philistines who came up from 
the south and spread themselves over his kingdom, made 
him much trouble. 

They brought a giant, Goliath, with them and when 
he wanted to fight with some Israelite, no man could be 
found who dared meet him until young David came and said 
he would go and kill the giant “in the name of the Lord.” 
He did this good deed with a pebble from the brook. David 
was only a youth and he wore no armor, while Goliath wore 
a heavy armor and carried great weapons. But God helped 
David, and the little pebble sped through the air and sank 
into the giant’s forehead and he fell upon his face to the 
earths: 

| Then there was a great shout over David. He had 
won the king’s favor and the prize the king had promised, 
his own daughter for a wife, and also a high place in the 
kingdom. Now, another shepherd kept the sheep for 

David’s father, and he went to live with Saul. Jonathan, 

Saul’s son, was David’s dear friend, but very soon Saul 

began to be jealous of David. He heard the women sing 

as David came up from battle with the Philistines ;— 
“Saul hath slain his thousands; 
David his ten thousands.” 


Then Saul was angry and said: 

“What more can he have than the kingdom,” and 
Saul eyed David from that day forward. 

The next day Saul cast his spear at David twice as 
he was playing on the harp before him, but God stood by 
David and saved him from harm, for he was yet to be the 
king of Israel. 

For eight or nine years David had to flee from one 
cave to another in the wilderness to hide away from Saul’s 
deadly hate and jealousy. Two or three times he found 
Saul asleep and could have killed him, but his heart was 
too true and tender. 

“Some bade me kill thee, but mine eye spared thee.” 
And he said, “I will not put forth my hand against my lord, 
for he is the Lord’s anointed.” And then David said, “I have 
not sinned against thee, though thou huntest my life to 


take it,” 
Then Saul wept and promised to be kind to David 


for he saw that God was with him, but he did not keep 
his promise, because the evil spirit was in him. 

At last, after several battles, Saul and his three sons 
lay dead on the battlefield on Mount Gilboa. David was 
then chasing the enemy who had burned his little camp 
in the south, and carried away the women and children, 
but when he came back after conquering them, a man came 
bringing Saul’s crown and bracelet to David and told the 
story of his death. He thought David would be glad, but 
instead he wept and fasted until evening. His friend 
Jonathan had died with his father, and David’s heart was 
distressed. 

It was then that his poet soul broke out into a song 
that you should all know, for it is the most beautiful song 
of forgiveness in the world. ‘There is a.little of it in the 
pictures that belong with this story. | 
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A KING OF LONG AGO. 


ONG, long ago in Old Testament days, there lived 
under Eastern skies a rich and mighty king 
named Solomon. He was the son of King David, 
who was both great and good. When David lay 
down to die he told Solomon to serve God and 

obey him so that he might make the kingdom of Israel great 

h and strong. 

| When Solomon became king the Lord came to him 

in a dream one night and told him to ask for what he 

wanted most. Solomon said to the Lord: 


“Tam but a little child; I know not how to go out 
or to come in; give, therefore, thy servant an understanding 
heart, a 
\ The young king saw that what he needed most | 
\ was wisdom and he was wise enough to ask God to give {| 
i it to him. \ 
God was pleased that Solomon did not ask for riches \| 
or honor, but for wisdom, and he gave him this and all the 
good things which he did not ask,—riches and honor. God 
is pleased when his children choose the best things. Coy 
4 The pictures tell a little of the story of King Solo- ef 
| mon’s great riches. He had many beautiful horses to draw } 
his chariots, and many other thousands upon which his ser- K 
vants and officers rode. They were not all kept in one place, 
but were in different cities. In those days horses and char- s\\| 
€ iots were used in war and they were always kept ready for \ 
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use if the need came. ‘Then also when a great king of the 


East appeared before his people, it had to be with great show 


and splendor so as to let the people know that he was very 
high and powerful. 

Do you wonder how food was found for all these 
thousands of horses? Solomon had officers whose business 


it was to provide food for the king and for all who came to 
his table. There were twelve of these officers and each one 
had his work to do one month in the year. They also had 
to buy food for the horses—barley and straw—and to see 
that these things were taken to the cities where the horses 
were kept. Barley was used in the East instead of oats, 
which do not grow in that country. 

It was not riches alone that God gave to Solomon, but 


wisdom greater than that of any man in the Fast.’ It was 
wisdom from God and so it was good. Some day when you 
are older you will read the Proverbs of Solomon, and you 
will see how wise were his thoughts and his words. But 
remember that all this wisdom came from God and that it 
was given to Solomon because he asked for it. 

There was something else that Solomon asked of God 
and that was: 

“Largeness of heart, even as the sand that is on the 
seashore’”—and God gave him this also. 

A heart that is kind, that loves to be good, and that 
does not think evil of others, this is a large heart. 

King Solomon made many beautiful songs. One of 
these is in the Bible and it is called the Song of Solomon. It 
is said that he spoke three thousand Proverbs, or wise say- 
ings, and it was God who gave him all his wisdom. 
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A GREAT SIN AND A GREAT SORROW. 


HERE is a great sin abroad in our fair land. It is 
at home in the dark places of our cities and it 
finds its way into the pleasant places of the 
country. Wherever it goes the light of joy 
dies out and there is darkness and tears and 

bitter sorrow. 

What is this dark form of sin that knows how to spoil 
all the happy homes it enters? It is Strong Drink. It takes 
the light out of the face, the strength away from the limbs, 
and the good sense from the head. Yes, it does more than 
this, it drives the spirit of love out of the heart. God is love 
and love cannot live in the heart of a drunkard. This is why 
God says in his Holy Bible: 

“No drunkard shall inherit the Kingdom of Heaven.” 

The drunkard spoils his life because he loves strong 
drink, even though he knows it will curse him. 

There are people, too, who, even if they do not become 
drunkards through strong drink, yet harm themselves by 
eating too much rich food. They eat it because they like 
it, just as the drunkard drinks wine, or beer, or whiskey, 
because he likes it. They do not stop to think that God 
gave them their bodies to keep clean and strong, and to use 
in helping to make the world a better and brighter place 
in which to live. They want to please themselves first and 
so hurt the body God gave them. 

This is what comes to the drunkard or to the glut- 
ton,—he loses the god use of his body and of his mind; he 


loses his good name, his friends, and his money, and so he is 
very likely to come to want and even to go about begging 
people to give him food to eat or clothing to wear. God 
never meant one of his children to spoil himself like this. 

There is another way in which some people spoil 
their lives. They love to have an easy time; they want 
to sleep late in the morning, and rest in easy chairs by 
glowing fires. Perhaps they are not drunkards or gluttons, 
but they are what we call lazy people, who will not do their 
share of the world’s work. 

God puts all these people in one class and shows us 
that they lose their place in the world and come to poverty 
and are unhappy themselves, while at the same time making 
others unhappy. 

The child who loves his own way best and wants 
pleasure more than he wants to do right is in danger of 
becoming like these people. God has given each child 
something to do to make the world better and brighter. He 
gives us his Book to show us his way and he shows us 
pictures of wrong-doers so that we will not follow their 
example. 

The self-love which makes drunkards, gluttons, and 
lazy people is the great sin which causes so much sorrow 
in the world. If we love God we will do as he says. If we 
love self we will do as self says, and this will make sorrow 
for ourselves and for our friends. 

But 1f we turn away from sin we shall save ourselves 


and those who love us from the sorrow of seeing us lose 
the good things God meant us to have and spoil the life 


he gave us to live. Here is a beautiful promise to God: 


“T promise thee, sweet Lord, 
That I will never cloud the light 
Which shines from thee within my soul 
And makes my reason bright.” 
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| OR seventy long years the people of Israel were 
a away from their beloved Jerusalem and were. li 
\ held in captivity. It is a strange story, but it of 
Vk, is full of the tenderness of the Lord toward WV 
a child who would run away from him. aI 
| It is strange, because Israel at home was disobedient, | 
3) ‘ but Israel far away among strangers was true to the faith IM 
. of his fathers. You remember Daniel, the young prince, \ 
and his three friends: Nehemiah and Ezra were also great, 
strong men, and brave in their work. Even the hearts of 
\9, the great kings, Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes were turned Hy 
toward the God of Israel by the people who were slaves 
“TR in their great nation. o 
1\ The Lord told Cyrus to build again the Temple at | 
aS 


Ni} Jerusalem, which had been burned, and he sent great gifts (4 
J 7 of gold and silver and other things to be used in the worship | 
of the one true God. 
H How would it seem to you if more than fifteen ) 
hundred of the people of your town should rise and march 


away like an army, to a city five hundred miles farther on? . i 
This was done when King Artaxerxes sent E.zra and his IL, 
brethren back to Jerusalem with treasures of gold and silver fl’ 
too great for you to count. Very likely they took camels (; 
and donkeys to carry the treasures across the wide Servian i) 
wy 


Desert. Robbers were there ready to follow all travelers 


i —— os eee — — LF 

4 —— Smee <i 

\ whe carried gold or silver or merchandise, but Ezra had 

be told the king that the God of Israel was strong to defend 
his people, and he said: 

CA “I was ashamed to ask of the king a band of soldiers 
| anid horsemen to help us against the enemy in the way.” 
So they went praying toward Jerusalem and the God 

of Israel was with them and no harm came to them. The 

gold and silver were put in the Temple and weighed again 
| to make sure that none had fallen out by the way, and it 
(< was left in the care of the priests. 
\ Do you wonder that there was a Temple in Jerusa- 
lem? You know it was burned when all Israel was taken 
captive to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar, but long before 
Israel and his people went back Cyrus, the great king, had 


ta) ' begun to build another ‘'emple and it was finished by Darius, 

the king who followed him. But Artaxerxes, who was king 

| after Darius, wanted to do his part and so sent a new army 

of Israelites under Ezra with hundreds of thousands of 
eg dollars’ worth of gold and silver to be used for the worship ey 
S of the God of Israel. e 


After the treasure was given over to the care of the 
priests in the Temple by Ezra, there was a great gathering 
|) of the people to thank God for his rich gifts. The smoke 
of their sacrifices went up from the high altar of the Temple 
(| and the people sang psalms and rejoiced as they used to in 
| the days of David and Solomon. 

( Perhaps they sang: 
“O, give thanks unto the Lord for he is good, 
il \ For his mercy endureth forever.” 
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THE STORY OF DANIEL. 


EK BUCHADNEZZAR,—there are fourteen letters 
in that name,—was the king of Babylon, who 
had taken Jerusalem, burned its Temple, and 
brought the Israelites to his own country to be 
slaves. Among them were some princely young 

men and the finest of all was Daniel. Even in the king’s 

palace this noble young man held fast to his faith and would 
not eat or drink the.rich foods and wines of the king’s table. 

He and three of his friends chose simple food and pure 

water, and they grew taller and handsomer every day. 

The king found one day that Daniel could tell a dream 
that the king himself had forgotten, and then give the 
meaning of it, and this brought him into favor. It was 
Daniel’s God who opened his inner eyes to these things. 

“There is a God in Heaven who revealeth secrets,” 
said Daniel to the king, “and he hath made known to the 
king what shall be in the latter days.” 

So Daniel told him the meaning of the tall golden 
image on the plain of Dura, that was to he broken in pieces 
by a great stone cut out of the mountain without hands,— 
the Kingdom of Christ on earth. — 

The king wondered at Daniel’s wisdom and said, “Of 


a truth, your God is the God of gods.” 
Another great dream came to the king. He saw a 


tree that rose high into the Heavens and spread its limbs 
so far that it could be seen to the ends of the earth. It was 
a blessing to all souls and all animals, but a “holy ene” came 


sh gZ % 
Sa y) 


down from Heaven and said, ““Hew down the tree.” He 
said it must be cut down to the grass and its roots bound 
with iron and brass, and “let seven times pass over him.” 
Then the king cried to Daniel, “Because I know the spirit 
of the holy gods is in thee and no secret troubleth thee, tell 
me the visions of the dream that I have seen, and the inter- 
pretation thereof.” 

It was hard for Daniel to do this. He did not like 
to tell the king the meaning of that dream, it was so terrible, 
but at last he took courage and gave the meaning as God 
showed it to him. It was a strange meaning. It showed 
that the mighty king should be driven out from among men 
to dwell with the beasts of the field, and to be wet with the 
dew of Heaven until “seven times” had passed over him. 


The bands around the roots of the tree meant that his king- 
dom would remain to him after he had learned that God 


rules over all things. 

For a whole year the Lord waited to see the king 
repent of his sins, but he did not. In that year he had for- 
gotten the dream, and standing on the roof-garden of his 
palace he looked over the city and said: 

“Ts not this great Babylon I have built for the royal 
dwelling place, by the might of my power and for the glory 
of my majesty!” 

Then a voice from Heaven cried, “T‘he kingdom is 
departed from thee,” and that very hour he was driven out 
from among men and left among the beasts. 

You can read the story in the pictures. We do not 
know how long it was before the king came to his right 
mind, but at last he looked up to God and knew that God 
was the ruler of men, and all his friends and riches and 
honor came back, but he had lost his pride forever. 
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THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT. 


RISE! Take the young child quickly: We must 
flee!” It was Joseph, the carpenter, calling in the 
still night to Mary, the mother of Jesus. What did 
it mean? 

The Holy Family lingered still in Bethlehem. In the 
night time an angel of the Lord spoke to Joseph in a dream 
bidding him take Mary and the Child and fly to Egypt because 
of the cruel King Herod, who had heard the story of the Wise 
Men, and feared the little new-born King. 

In quiet haste Mary rose and made ready, and soon the 
three were under the stars, Mary, bearing the precious Babe in 
tender arms and riding upon the gentleass, while Joseph hurried 
along by her side, knowing well that the danger was real, else 
the Lord would not have sent his angeltowarnthem. Andso 
it was, for they were scarcely outside the walls of the city when 
Herod’s soldiers came at his command to slay all the children 
of two years and under, thinking in this way to destroy the 
Holy Child whom the Wise Men had called King of the Jews. 

Egypt lay nearly eighty miles in a straight line from 
Bethlehem. The road ran along the hill tops, then down to the 
plains and the seashore. It was the lovely spriagtime, and in 
the young mother’s fearful heart there was yet a thrill of joy 
in the thought that her blessed Child was so plainly under 
the direction of the King of Heaven! 

Kighty miles seems but a short journey with our modern 
ways of travel, but nineteen hundred years ago, and in the land 
of our Lord, it took many days. ‘The patient ass toiled on, 
carrying his precious burden, and Joseph, tall and grave, kept 
faithful watch by day and by night. 
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And now see how God had made this journey to a strange 
land and a long stay there possible. Joseph was a poor man, 
and Mary was a simple maiden of the hills. In all their lives, 
perhaps, they had never seen so much money as the Wise Men 
brought, laying it all at the feet of the infant King! They did 
not know then what it meant, but now they understood that God 
had sent them the gold and precious things for this very time of 
need. How they praised him, and how we, too, should praise 
him, for he is “Our Father,” you know,—the Father of Jesus, 
and our Father, too ! 

A river ran between the land of Palestine and the land 
of Egypt, and in a little less than a week, perhaps, from the 
night when they stole away from Bethlehem, they came to one 
of the shallow fords of the river and crossed safely over into 
Egypt. 

Here the happy little family stayed on, month after month, 
for Joseph knew well that he must not return to his own land 
while King Herod lived. With some of the money which the 
Wise Men brought he could buy tools such as carpenters used 
in those days, and take up again his clean, honest toil, making a 
little home for Mary and the child Jesus;—a home in which love 
and peace lived. 

And so the days went by and another glad spring came, 
and the little Jesus, growing always stronger and sweeter, made 
the light and joy of the cottage home. Then again the angel 
came to Joseph in a dream and said: “Arise, take the young 
child and his mother and return to thine own country, for they 
are dead which sought his life.” 

So Joseph and Mary, with the Holy Child, went gladly 
back to their own dear home in the hills, and they dwelt there 
in peace and simple comfort for many happy years. 
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CHRIST MAKING THE TEMPLE CLEAN. 


ESUS had just done the first wonder, or miracle, 
of his ministry. He had been with his mother 
and others of his family to a wedding in Cana 
of Galilee, and in a time of need he had turned 
water into the pure, sweet wine of the country. 

Then he went back to Capernaum by the lake with his 
friends. 

Perhaps some day you may see that beautiful lake. 
It is only thirteen miles long and six miles broad, but at the 
time of Jesus it had ten little towns on its shores and one 
of these was Capernaum. Spring is beautiful anywhere, 
but, oh, how beautiful it 1s on the plain of Gennesaret by 
the lake! 

It was April now and much warmer than April is in 
some parts of our country. Grapes and figs were ripe there 
nearly the whole year round. Melons, dates, oranges, citron, 
wheat, barley, and rice grew better there than anywhere 
else in Palestine. Scarlet geraniums, golden crocuses, and 
purple hyacinths with many other kinds of flowers, grew 
quite down to the white shelled beach. Caperanum was 
near one end of the lake and through it passed the great 
caravan road from Jerusalem to the far East. It was at 
this time a fine city with beautiful buildings, squares, and 
markets, but now it is a sad ruin, and there is not one city 
left on the lake. 

Jesus went to the home of Peter near the shore, but 


the Passover, the greatest of all the Jewish feasts, was soon 
to begin and after a few days he went up to Jerusalem with 


the company from Capernaum. ‘They went singing glad 
songs through the sweet spring weather, the blue iake lying ~ 
on one side and the fresh fields on the other. Through 
flowery valleys and over grassy plains they went after 
leaving the lake, and day after day they could see the river 
Jordan with its fringe of trees not far away. 

When they reached the top of the Mount of Olives» 
they burst into a psalm of rejoicing and waved green 
branches in the air, for there below lay the Holy City, its 
Temple roof and turrets shining in the sun. They could 
also see the crowds of people and the herds and flocks for 
the sacrifice. Jesus knew that the Temple ought to be a 
very holy place to every Jew, but when he went into it next 
morning he saw and heard many things that he knew were 
not right. In the beautiful outer court with its pillars and 
porches of red and white marble, there were oxen and sheep 
and doves for sale, and men were buying and selling, and 
shouting and quarreling so that those who were in the inner 
courts at prayer were much disturbed. The innocent 
animals were not to blame, but the men who brought them, 
as well as the men who sat at the tables changing money 
were not there to worship God, but to buy and sell, and the 
priests allowed it to go on. 

Jesus picked up some cords and twisted them together 
and drove the animals and their owners out of the court. 
He poured out the money from the boxes of the money 
changers and threw their tables down, saying to those who 
had cages of doves, “Take these things away. Make not 
my Father’s house a house of merchandise.” ‘The people 
were angry and the more so because they fled before a young 


countrymen from Galilee whom they thought had no right 
to send them away, but Jesus was doing his Father’s work, 
and when it was done he went away quietly. 


Passover 


was:at 


and poured out the changers’ 


and overthrew the 


116° THE BIBLE IN PICTURES 


an SSO 2= —==— a = EIS xe 


\ CIN aie) cent cic eit ce etre cyte enetit aaeaee te ee FiILVED 
{) 
IN THESE ANSWERS. (Date) > fue ee meemnon 
«) 
f 1. To what feast did Jesus go when 12 years old? 
Ge PE Bogie ooh) Se By. Ha Sd rele ee os ho ene ee ae ee 
2. Where was it held? 
fs 3. Why did Jesus say some trees ought to be cut down 
\ ~ and burned? 
MN) 
4. Did He mean that people are like trees? 


<_S, 


o) 6's! w ls eo. 6) Une (958 6.0) @ 8:86) KO 6) 16. © 10 “ol (0) eT re\ (6, 50) 0) 0) 4:00) @| -6) Leletse) ele) Camenel (ee Me we ele céuuer eG ulelie me 


a 
Ee 
Ga 
> 
2) 
Sr 
fab) 
1S) 
Be 
N 
oO 
Qu 
— 
a) 
Nn 
G 
Wn 
fab) 
= 
Qu 
= 
=e 
i 
Oo 
uU 


be Ne. en's 0) 18. ©. © .#) 4, a Je © bealie (on e).0, B76) ome) 6. (Sue) e) 6) 0) eile 001s) e146) e) ee amie, 6-6) (0) 6 elneit et a uielle en amen 


——- 
OD 


o: @: 0, 8 68 eo Oe 6 ne m0) oe) ole (6 Oye (0) 0! 1s Bens, jen 6) (eb) (a: [eo \e| a) 0) es 0.6, eile) (ale eiyel ie ta enone re nte, 


~ 
——— a 
— 


@ 6.0 6 © 6 18 6 6: 16: ce, 'o. (0; <e! fe, 6" 0. 6 ee) Jee: eo 8) e Fe. “a: 6's! 36. 16) one) 6 ene) 47s, O16 wl Ou e) el 6) 6) sires telartsine 


| 8. How did He answer the tempter every time? 


Le 


© 6 “6 @ 0:0. oe 6 oo 6 “@ ‘0 (0) a 8 (0.16 6 0’ (ee 8) ei wie. s) als core) e) 6) (ohm tbls) 6 Tastee s eile lela 16) Rois ema er amennta 


10.. What wrong did Jesus find in the st and how 


y did He correct it? 
URE fof —= fae —<——>.. ‘> Cla _——" a 
Uitte ee ee 


‘THE BIBLE IN PICTURES 
SE PY 


\ fo? D the third day there was a 
\ 


inn@ang hs 
of Galilee 
and the + 


was there: And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the 


marriage. And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith 


unto him, They have no wine. Jesus saith unto them, Fill the 


with water. And 
they filled them 
_ up to the brim. “Y 


Z, 


(i AUiy j ‘hi 


C 
s 
| | 
A} of the feast And they bare it. When the ruler of the feast had ul 
\ 
tasted the water that was made wine, and knew not whence it was, \ 
(but the 
{ : \ 
\ Nw 7 rn which drew the 
Wy ‘ ‘& water knew,) - y 
LAK the governor } i 
of the feast | 
| 
S called the 


: (uae i 
Wy And saith unto him, Every man at the beginning doth set forth good wine; and tr 


when men have well drunk, then that which is worse: but thou hast kept } 
2 the good wine until now. John 11: 1-3, 7-10. & 
GRY 


; Cf —~ ————. F;> < 
a SSS ert i Rog) eng te Se eg 


118 | THE BIBLE IN PICTURES. 


c— 


<p 


that 
_ whosoever 


should not perish, 
ut have ever- 
lasting life. 


“FISHERS OF MEN. 


EAR not, from henceforth thou shalt catch men.” 

Jesus spoke these words to Peter one lovely 

morning, standing on the shore of the blue Sea of 

Galilee. He had been teaching the people who 

flocked in crowds about him, and while he was still 

speaking two fishing boats came to the shore. The fishermen 

were tired, for they had toiled all night and had caught nothing, 

They began at once to take the nets from their boats, and to 

wash the sand and pebbles out of them in order to get them 
ready for the next night’s work. 

By this time the people had crowded down upon the 
water’s edge, so that Jesus stepped into Peter’s boat and asked 
him to push it out a little way from the shore. Peter gladly 
did so, and from the boat Jesus went on speaking to the people, 
and they listened eagerly to every word he said. When he was 
done he sent them away, and then told Peter, and Andrew, his 
brother, to push the boat out into the deep water, and let the nets 
down again. Peter thought in his heart that this would do no 
good, but he said, “ At thy word I will let down the nets.” 
Peter knew that Jesus was a great Teacher, but he did not 
know that he was a great Wonder-worker. 

Out into the blue lake Peter rowed again, and this time, 
though it was morning, when the fish are not easily caught, the 
nets filled so quickly and were so heavy that the fishermen had 
to make signs to James and John, their partners in fishing, to 
bring their boats and help carry the load. When Peter saw 
this he knew that ,/esus could do mighty works, and as soon as 
he came to the shore he ran and knelt down before him, and 
said, “ Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” Peter 
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meant by this that he was not worthy to be a disciple because 
he had doubted the power of Jesus, and then Jesus told him not 
to be afraid, for he would make him a fisher of men. 

Peter and Andrew and James and John, all fishermen, 
had been called to be the disciples of Jesus. A disciple is a 
learner, and Jesus wanted these fishermen to learn from him all 
that he could teach them, so that they might become teachers. 
These were among the very first disciples. Jesus was not 
looking for men who had much money or great learning or rich 
friends to become his followers. He wanted men with simple 
hearts, who, for love of him, would be willing to help other 
people to know and love him too. This is what he meant when 
he said, ‘ Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 

It is the same now as in those days. Anyone who truly 
follows Jesus will become a fisher of men. He will want other 
people to know and love Jesus so much that he will be making 
plans to “catch” them just as a good fisherman does who is 
eager to catch fish. You do not need to be a preacher and 
stand in a pulpit to be a fisher of men, nor do you have to bea 
missionary and go far away to some strange country. Just 
the place in which you are, just that which is given you to do 
at the time, is yowr place and your opportunity to do the kind 
of fishing Jesus wants done. The boy or the girl in the home, 
at school, on the playground, anywhere, everywhere, may be a 
true follower of Jesus, and therefore a real fisher of men. 
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THE CALL OF THE FIRST DISCIPLES. 


HE, Gospels are the Story of Jesus. They are also 
the Story of God coming to earth in the form 
ofaman. They are easy to read, yet not always 
easy for children to understand. 

Four disciples tell the story and each tells it 
in his own way, but to know the whole story you must read 
them all and let them fit into each other in your mind. 

Matthew and Luke each tell a long and lovely story 
of the birth of Jesus and of his childhood and youth. Mark 
and John begin with the preaching of John the Baptist, to 
whom Jesus, at that time thirty years old, came for baptism, 
and then began to preach. This was the time, too, when 
he began to call his disciples. Do you sometimes wish that 
you might have lived at that time and in that country? 
No, let us not wish that, for we are not sure that we would 
have followed Jesus, and it may be that we should have 
been among his enemies. 

John the Baptist was preaching the Gospel of repent- 
ance and many people, even from far away in Galilee, came 


down to Jordan where he was baptizing, to hear him preach. 
It had been a long time since there had been a prophet in 


Israel and here was one who told them that another prophet 
greater than he was coming, the latchet of whose shoe he 
was not worthy to unloose. Jesus came to John for baptism, 
not because he needed it, but to set an example to others. 
John knew him then and saw the Dove, the sign of the Holy 
Spirit of God, come out of the blue sky and rest upon him. 
He heard, and so did others who were standing by the Voice 
from Heaven saying: 


‘i 


“This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.” 


Then John himself cried with a loud voice: 
“Behold the Lamb of God who taketh away the sin 
of the world.” 


Then Jesus went away into the wilderness and was 
tempted by the evil spirit, while he fasted for forty days. 
But the evil one could not gain a victory over Jesus for he 
was the Lord over all. 

When Jesus came up out of the wilderness, strong 
in the Spirit, he came back to the river Jordon where John 
was baptizing. ‘The spring was in the land and fresh green 
leaves and lovely wild flowers were making it beautiful. 
John had two disciples named Andrew and John. They 
were fishermen of Galilee. As they stood with him Jesus 
passed by and John cried again: 

“Behold the Lamb of God.” 

Then these two disciples left John and followed Jesus. 
He said to them, “Whom seek ye?” . And they said: 


“Rabbi (teacher), where dwellest thou?” And he 


said: 

“Comesand see. 

He led them to his tent and they listened to him as 
he talked of the things of the Kingdom of Heaven. It was 
late in the day, but it was morning in their hearts. Andrew 
was eager to find his brother, Simon Peter, and when he 
found him he cried: 

“We have found the Messiah!” 

Jesus was glad to see Simon Peter, and he said: 

“Thou art Simon the son of Jona: thou shalt be 
called Cephus (Peter), which is by interpretation a stone. 

Then they went away to Galilee and again Jesus 
called. Peter and Andrew from their father’s boat to follow 
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Mark 1Vv, 37-41. Ky 


: heh oe i ROS, 2 Op tee aos 


THE BIBLE IN PICTURES ne 


VRQ 1 Ne, NS oS —— —— a 


fn =o = 


CA Behold 
I send 


in the 


you midst 


forth as ne 


(SO 


: Hi) iy 4 rn j i] 

Se VE Oe tikes id 4 : 
hy KWON bac GLP 
| . 


A 
» AY 
% 


Matt. x, 16. 


verily I say unto you, he shall in 
ne wise lose his 


of the said 


Herodias came 


in, and 


and pleased Herod and them 


My hud ai AOS ee the king said 
A ss % R #& unto the 


uh 
Sess 


A; Vy \ GHC A ESA NY 
a i we ZN( SP (eh <i, me whatsoever 
: ee 


thou wilt, and 


se 


fi 
{ g 
' cy 
SN 
: 7 7 
Kt 
uh 


- = I will give it. 
== thee. And she 


6S G; Ns i GIT Z zai went forth, 


and said unto her mother, What shall I ask? And she said, The head of 


4 


a the Baptist. And she came in straightway with haste unto the 


and asked, 
saying, I will | 
that thou give 
me by and 
by ina 


he head ist. 
the head of John the Baptist Mark vi. 22, 24. 25 


THE BIBLE IN PICTURES 


q 


ND, behold, 
there came 
aman named 
Jairus, and he 
was a 


and besought him that he would 
come into his 


about twelve years of age, 
and she lay adying. And 
he put them all out, and 
took her by the 


Nh yy 
ow H) Whe. 


\ 
AS 
DS VEE 


came again, and she arose 
straight 


es eS 
Fe Yj) HF 
Lf il 


and he commanded to give her meat. 


Luks viii : 41, 42, 54, 55. 


~- 


. 


— 


RAISING OF JAIRUS’ DAUGHTER. 


THE RAISING OF JAIRUS’ DAUGHTER. | 


GREAT crowd was waiting to welcome Jesus when 

Peter’s boat, bearing the Master and his disciples, 

came in sight of the landing place at Capernaum. 

The sharp-pointed, red sail was lowered, and the 

curious, kindly people pressed close to Jesus to wel- 
come him back to their town. They were proud and pleased 
to have him among them, for at this time the friends of Jesus 
were many, and if he had any enemies they wisely held their 
peace. 

But now, pressing through the crowd, with a look of 
pain on his fine face, came Jairus, one of the great men of the 
church and town. The people made place for him with looks 
of pity, for many of them knew that his little girl was lying at 
the point of death in his home. They looked on with astonish- 
ment when they saw the great man come, bending low before 
Jesus, and heard him say in a voice full of trouble, “ My little 
daughter is dying. Come, I pray thee, and lay thy hand upon 
her, that she may live.” Jairus knew that Jesus had done many 
wonderful works, and now in his time of great distress he came 
to him for help. 

Turning away from the seashore, Jesus went with Jairus 
toward his fine house, which was just a little distance from the 
town. His disciples and a crowd of eager people followed him, 
and they pressed upon him so that he could not move quickly. 
Then, too, a poor sick woman made herself known to Jesus and 
begged his help and pity, and did not beg in vain. But while 
Jesus and Jairus were thus held, a servant came running from 
the house of Jairus to say that the child was dead, and that he 
need not trouble the Master to come any farther. Jesus heard 
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the words, and, looking upon Jairus, said, “Fear not; only 
believe.” What hope and chee: these words must have brought 
to the heart of the unhappy father ! 


_When Jairus came, bringing the Healer, to his beautiful 
house. he found the door wide open, and many hired mourners 
had already gathered there. They sat on the floor, the women 
with their hair falling over their eyes and dust on their heads, 
and men with garments torn to show their grief —all weeping 
and wailing loudly. This was the custom in that country when 
one was dead in a house, and all the time the mournful sound 
of flutes told those who passed by that the death angel had 
entered the home. 


Jesus told Jairus to send all these people away, for well 
he knew that the mourning was only a show, without any real 
grief in their hearts. And when all were gone, except the 
father and mother of the dear child, he took them, with Peter 
and James and John, into the little darkened room where lay 


the silent form of the sweet girl, only twelve years of age. 
Jesus took the little cold hand into his own, warm and throbbing 
with life, and saying only two words, “Talitha cumi,’ which 
means “Little maid, I say unto thee, arise,”— straightway the 
spirit of life came back. The child opened her eyes, rose up, 
and was again her bright, sweet self! 

We may never know what she said or felt, or what the 
glad father and mother felt in their hearts, but it is easy to 
believe that they fell down at Jesus’ feet and thanked him with 
tears of joy and love, and that ever afterward they loved and 
trusted the great Healer. And the little girl—did she not owe 
her life to the One who had called it back, and would it not be 
her highest joy to pay her debt in love and glad service ? 
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FEEDING TiiE MULTITUDE. 


EAREST Children, when we are tired, and perhaps 
) lessons are to be learned, or errands to be done for 
mother or father, or even little baby brother needs 
a playmate, it may help us to do whatever is before 
us if we remember how patient Jesus always was, 
oN and how his disciples labored even when weary, to help the 
| people and to work with Jesus. 


One time when Jesus and the disciples had worked very 
hard and all felt weary, Jesus said, “Come, my dear brothers, 
we will cross the sea in a ship all alone, and reach a quiet place 

Vj where we can have sweet rest.” The disciples gladly went, for 
they longed for the promised rest. But many people saw the 
ship depart, and not knowing that Jesus’ and the disciples went 
away to be alone, they followed on foot, walking around on the 
land, and hurried so as to be there when the ship landed. 


Jesus was surprised when they came ashore not to find 
the quiet spot which he sought, but a gathering of thousands of 


a people, who had come to be healed and helped. 

| He did not tell them that he and his disciples had 
worked hard and must rest; he smiled sweetly, and patiently 

| spent the remainder of the day talking gently to those who 
needed counsel, and healing those who were ill. The little 


children gathered about him, knowing Jesus could soothe all 
their sorrows, and when evening came there was not a troubled 
heart in all the gathering. 

At length the disciples came to Jesus and said, “It is 
growing late and these people have no food. Shall we not send 
\ them ts the villages that they may be fed?” But Jesus an- 
is swered, “No, they walked so far to be with us, that I fear they 
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are too weary to go to the villages. The little children could 
not wait so long or walk so far—all of these dear followers 
must be fed here.” The disciples in surprise replied, ‘‘ Master, 
there are thousands here and no one has brought food except a 
little lad, and he has only five barley loaves and two small 
fishes.” | 

Jesus was glad to hear of the little lad who had the 
loaves and fishes and asked them to bring the boy to him. The 
little boy was very happy to be called close to Jesus’ side, and 
although he was hungry and did not know what Jesus intended - 
to do, he quickly gave him his little luncheon, for, trusting 
Jesus, no sacrifice was too great to make for his dear sake. 


But Jesus, who never fails us, surprised the little boy as well as 


the people gathered there, by making the five loaves and the 
two fishes feed them all, for as quickly as he gave food to one, 
more food appeared for another, and soon they were all supplied 
with plenty to eat, and were seated on the soft, green grass, 
eating and resting, and not forgetting to have thankful hearts 
for the blessing they had received. 

After the people had eaten, and all were satisfied, Jesus 
told his disciples to gather up what was left, and they quickly 
did so, filling twelve baskets with the fragments. 

No crumbs were left on the beautiful velvety grass—all 
was left as clean as if no one had feasted there. Everybody 
looked satisfied and happy and peace reigned in the hearts of all. 
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Why would Jesus’ disciples be like sheep among wolves 
where He sent them? 
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H . What did Salome ask of the king and who told her 
what to ask? 
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1. What did the good Samaritan do? 
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6. What four things do we pray for specially in this 
prayer? 
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THE SON WHO REPENTED. 


N some way ot other God is always saying to us: 
“Though I am your Maker I am also your 
Heavenly Father, and I love you. Some time 
you will know what the Heavenly Father’s love 
is, but now you are only just beginning to live 

and you can only know the beginning of love.” 

The Lord Jesus wanted to make a picture of his love 
that would forever hang in the sight of men, and so he told 
the story of the “Prodigal Son,” and as long as the word 
of God stands we shall have it. 

Did you ever hear it said of anyone, “That boy is 
restless; he will run away from home some day.” 

The story that Jesus told was about a restless boy 
who asked his father to give him his share of the property, 
and then when his kind father divided it between his elder 
brother and himself he took his share and went on a journey 
into the “far country.” In that country, away from God 
and goodness, he wasted his money among wicked people 
and so the time came when he had nothing on which to live. 

It was all the worse because there began to be a 
“mighty famine” in that land. It is always so when one 
is bound to get his happiness out of the gay things of this 
life. When the bright day is over a very gray day comes 
on, and but for God’s goodness it would surely end in a 
black night. The foolish boy found that he had to work 
and the only work he could find was in a field of pigs. These 
he had to feed with the dry pods of the carob trees and so 
hungry was he that he would even have been glad to eat 
these dry pods himself if they had been given to him. 

As he sat thinking—thinking and starving under the 
carob tree—“he came to himself,”—which means that he 
entered the room in his mind where his best self lived, and 


there he took a good resolve. He remembered that his 
father’s servants were much better off than he, and he said: 

“T will arise and go to my father.” 

He thought of the words he would say when he 
saw his father: 

“T have sinned against Heaven and in thy sight: 
Iam no more worthy to be called thy son.” 

So he went on to his father, and it must have been . 
a long and tiresome journey for a hungry man. His father, 
who was always looking out for him, saw him coming when 
he was a long way off and came down the dusty road to 
meet him. When he met his boy he fell on his neck and 
kissed him over and over again. The son tried to confess 
and to beg for a servant’s place, but his father would not 
listen. He knew that his son had come home, and that 
was enough. He called the servants to bring quickly the 
best robe, and he put it on his son, and he put a ring on his 
hand, and shoes on his feet, and he told them to kill the 
fatted calf for a feast, hecause, said he: 

“This, my son, was dead and is alive again: he was 
lost and is found.” 

Then the whole household was full of joy and 
gladness. 

But when the elder son came up from the field he 
heard the sound of music and dancing, and when he found 
out the reason he was angry. He would not speak to his 
brother, and so his father went out to urge him to come in. 
The elder son said that he had served his father so many 
years and yet never had there been a calf killed or a feast 
made for him. But when this prodigal boy who had spent 
all his living and had been wicked and disobedient came 
home, there was a great feast made for him. You can see 
that the elder son was jealous, but how sweet was the 
father’s answer: 

“Son, thou art ever with me and all that I have 
is thine. But it was meet to make merry and be glad, 
for this thy brother was dead and is alive again: he was 
lost and is found.” 

This is a true picture of Divine Love. 


168 THE BIBLE IN PICTURES 


SWQNS 


— = —— 
OS SSE, 


the best robe, and put it on him, and 


; / sand bring 


hither 


it; and let us éat.and be merry 
LuKE xv. 22, 23,, 


- THE BIBLE IN PICTURES 169 


y TAS) = 7) am A —_ ~ A le = - L 


break through aud 


Alt SAW = 


where neither 
: moth norrust 
<Vydoth corrupt, and ™ 
x-s\ Where thieves do ¢ 
not break 
¥ through nor steal: 
y For where your ~ 
treasure is, there 
will your 


Mart. vi : 19, 20, 21. 


= Ros ents =. 


170 THE BIBLE IN PICTURES. 


ae: SSA aa OSS x) Site OT ay ex ———— ; 


r= 
» 
y 


[rw : Sa a —= 


7 Consider the for they neither 


eas 


And God feedeth them how much more are yenbetter 


than the EuKE xi 24 


Consider the 


We pgyyr- 
pa WE ates 


grow; they 


And yet I say 
neither Nee =. Oy unto you, 
do they DS ee ee. |S That even 


172 


YRS 
(a 


i 
! 


THE BIBLE IN PICTURES 


T-(Name).os nee FILLED 


IN THESE ANSWERS. (Date) 0-52 


1. Why did the prodigal son come home? 


2. What did he ask for when he returned? 
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CHRIST BLESSING LITTLE CHILDREN. 
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CHRIST BLESSING LITTLE CHILDREN. 


LOVE your Jesus because he loves little sacle 
said a heathen child to a missionary. 

It was springtime of the last year that Jesus lived 

on earth. He was in Perea, beyond the River 
Jordan. He had gone there to hide away from the 
wicked priests who hated him anda wanted to kill him. It was 
no longer safe for Jesus to preach and teach in Judea and Galilee, 
and the priests had even turned the hearts of the people away 
from him in Samaria. So the gentle Master nad gone with his 
disciples down the Jericho road, and crossing the fords of the 
Jordan had come into the Perean country, where the people 
were not so much under the rule of the priests as in Jerusalem. 
Here Jesus stayed all the winter, helping and blessing the kind 
people, and now the time had come for him to go back to 
Jerusalem and lay down his life for our sakes. 

It was not a strange thing in that land for thoughtful 
mothers to bring little children to some wise Teacher and ask 
him to tell them to be always good and true. Many of the 
humble Perzean women had heard this young Teacher speak 
such wise and loving words, that they longed to have him lay 
his hands in blessing upon their dear children, and when they 
heard that he was going away, they came from their small 
white houses, carrying the babies— leading the little toddlers, 
and calling the older ones to follow, as they pressed up close to 
the Master’s side. 


It was a pretty sight to see the women wearing bright 
handkerchiefs on their heads —as women still do in the East— 
clothed in red and blue garments, hurrying forward with their 
dark-faced little boys, and rosy-cheeked girls and laughing 
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babies,— a company of blessed little innocents, and begging the 
loving Teacher to bless their little ones! They were poor 
women, and often their hearts were heavy with pain and sorrow, 
but they loved their children and wanted the best things for 
them just as mothers do now. 

But so many women came, bringing so many children, 
that the disciples feared the Master would be wearied by their 
coming, and they spoke roughly to the mothers and children, 
telling them to go away. 

Jesus heard their harsh words, and he was “much 
displeased.” Then he spoke the beautiful words which made 
these mothers glad, and which will go on making hearts glad 
as long as the world stands: — “Suffer the little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not, for of such is the Kingdom 
of Heaven.” 

Then how the little ones ran forward with eager joy to 
touch the kind hands and the robe of this gentle Teacher, and 
to nestle in his loving arms! Jn their young hearts they /e/¢ 
the love and tenderness with which he laid his hands upon them 
as he spoke sweet words of blessing, even stooping to take up 
the littlest ones in his arms. To be sure, they could not 
understand all the deep meaning of his words, but they could 
understand that he loved them. 

What child who reads this story does not feel like saying: 

“T wish that his hands had been placed on my head,— 
That his arms had been thrown around me, 


And that I might have heard his kind voice when he said, 
‘Let the little ones come unto Me!’” , 
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HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST. 


T was the afternoon of an April day in the land where 
el Jesus lived. The Passover Festival in Jerusalem 
had called crowds of pilgrims from all parts of 
Palestine. Some were busy putting up little white 
| tents and mat booths near the city walls, while others ( 
h- found places with friends or took lodgings 1n the city. La 
\ 


The story went from one to another that the priests and 
rulers would surely make Jesus a prisoner if he appeared in the 
temple. They had urged any who knew where he might be to 
| tell them, and declared openly that they were going to put him NM 
y to death. : 
Jesus understood well that the time was near when he 


must die, but he was not afraid of these enemies who could only 
KS kill the body, so he set out this beautiful spring day with his 
: disciples and some dear friends trom Bethany to go to Jerusalem. a 
d When they drew near to the little village of Bethphage he told two 
i of his disciples to go into the village and ask for a young ass, ( 
) which they would find there and bring to him, so that he might f 
ride upon it into Jerusalem. When the white ass “upon which 
/ no man had yet sat” was brought, a blue garment was thrown 
over its back and Jesus took his seat, his friends rejoicing loudly, 
_for they thought that now he was surely going to enter the holy 
city as a king. It was the custom for a prophet or a king to 
lf? ride upon an animal like this, and they believed that at last 
\ their great Prophet and King was coming to his own! 

Some ran ahead and threw down their outside garments 
of blue and yellow and brown upon the dusty road for him to 
ride over, while others cut green branches from the trees and 
cast them before him. As the crowd grew larger they shouted 


joyfully and waved their branches of palm, while joyous children 
ran ahead, gathering branches and singing praises with the rest. 

It was a happy band of pilgrims indeed. When Jesus 
and his friends came to the top of the hill they saw another 
company winding up the path on the Jerusalem side of the 
Mount of Olives, who also welcomed Jesus with loud shouts and 
waving palm branches. 

And what did the gentle Jesus thiak of all this tumult 
and display? He did not tell the rejoicing crowd to be silent, 
for he knew that the end was near, and for this once he allowed 
them to honor him. 

Among the company who had come up from Jerusalem 
to meet him, were some Pharisees, who were very angry when 
they saw the joy of the people and heard them call Jesus a king. 
They shouted to Jesus to stop them, but he calmly said, that if 
the people had been silent the very stones would cry out! And 
yet, though Jesus let himself be treated as a king, it was a sad 
hour for him, for he well knew that he must soon lay down his 
life for the sins of the world, and that even his friends would 
fail and forsake him. None could understand his sadness as the 
triumphant company marched on, singing: ‘ Hosanna! Biessed 
is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest.”” Loudest and sweetest of all were the voices of 
children who loved Jesus and joyfully sang praises to him. 


And still 


“Sing praise, O happy children ! 
Sing praise to Christ the Lord, 
Who calls the children to him 
With gentle, loving word.” 
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THE GIFT OF LOVE. 


T was Tuesday afternoon of the last week of our 
Lord’s life on earth. He was in the Temple, the 
place which he had named, “ My Father’s House.” 
Soon the services for the day would end, and the 
Temple gates would close,— never to open again to 
the Lord of life! 

Before going away Jesus sat down for a little while 
opposite the part called the “ Treasury.” Here were thirteen 
large money chests, standing against the wall. Into these the 
people dropped their gifts of money as they entered the Temple. 
Each chest had a trumpet-shaped opening made of brass into 
which the money was dropped. If you had been there you 
would have seen that each chest bore a name which showed 
for what purpose the money in that chest would be used, as 
“ Wood,” ‘ Incense,” ‘ Gold Dishes,” and so on. 


Jesus watched the people as they came, each one 
dropping something into the chests. Here came a rich Pharisee, 
perhaps, wearing a fine robe, who dropped a handful of gold 
pieces into the brass mouth of the chest with a look which ~ 
seemed to say, ‘See how rich and generous I am!” Then 
came a merchant, not so rich and proud perhaps, but looking 
pleased as he heard his silver coins tinkling among the gold 
pieces. Poorer people came along and cast in their money, 
and even though it may have been copper coins, they showed 
by their manner how pleased they were to be seen giving to 
the Lord. 


But by and by came a poor woman. Jesus knew that 
she was a widow and so poor that she could scarcely get enough 
to eat. When he saw her take from her pocket two of the 
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smallest pieces of money then in use, and drop them into the I; 
box with her head bowed as in prayer, he turned and said to his esa 
disciples, “Of a truth I say unto you that this poor widow hath 
cast in more than they all, for all these have of their abundance 

cast into the offerings of God, but she of her penury hath cast 
in all the living that she had.” 

_ Jesus taught his disciples this lesson so that by and by, 
when he was no longer with them and they had become the 
teachers of his Gospel, they would know and teach that true 
giving to the Lord’s cause is not in the outward act, but in the 
love and sacrifice that go with the gift. The rich Pharisees 
and merchants who had thrown their large gifts into the 
Treasury, could easily spare the money, and really gave to be 
seen and praised of men. But the poor woman who gave only 
a farthing because she loved the Lord’s House, Jesus said gave 
more than all the rest. 

This story teaches that Jesus does not count as men do. 
He looks down below the spoken word, the outward deed, even 
the gift of money or service, to see what lies behind them all. 
If he sees there the wish to be praised, he is not pleased, but 
if he sees the loving desire to please him and to help some 
child of his, he says, ‘‘ That is well, my child.” 


“Tt is not the deed we do, 
Though that be never so fair, 
But the love the dear Lord looketh for, 
Hidden away with care 
In the heart of the deed so fair.” 
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I. (Name) 


IN THESE ANSWERS. (Date) 


1. What did Jesus tell His disciples they were to let the 
children do? 


Why did Jesus say the poor widow gave more than 
the others. 


Who are meant by sheep and goats and why will they 
be separated? 
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I (Name) 
Nee oA NSW ERS: °CDate) 


1. What did Jesus say we were to do in remembrance of 
Him? 


What kind of vine did Jesus say He was and who are 
the branches? 


. -How long after Jesus rose from the dead before He 
ascended into Heaven? 


Who had promised the disciples to send the Holy 
Spirit and when? 
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A STORY ABOUT PAUL. 


AUL was a young Pharisee who lived when Jesus 
was on earth. He did not believe that Jesus was 
mere the Saviour, and so he was very hard and cruel 
Kae) to the followers of Jesus. But there came a time 
after Christ was crucified when he appeared to 
Paul, and from that day Paul became his follower. He was 
never a disciple like Peter and John, but he became a great 
apostle, and used his great learning to help win others to 
believe in Jesus. 

The story of this wonderful change is told in the 

ninth chapter of Acts. 
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Now that Paul had feeone a follower “of Jiesusshem 


was persecuted by the Jews. At the time he tells this story 
he had been brought before the chief captain in Jerusalem, 
who had sent him to Felix, the governor. Felix kept Paul 
in prison for two years and with his Jewish wife often heard 
him talk about the Lord Jesus Christ. 

At last another governor came who was named 
Festus. He, too, was kind to Paul, but could not act as 
Paul’s: judge, because Paul had said, lvappeal ston @2canm 
Cesar was still higher than the governor. By this Paul 
meant that he must go to Rome and be brought before 
the emperor himself. 

Two friends went with Paul to Rome,—Aristarchus 
and Luke, who wrote the Acts of the Apostles. They were 
in the care of Julius, a centurion, on a ship that was to sail 
to Rome. Some wanted to wait until the winter was over 
but others said they must go then. There was not much 
to fear as the winters are very mild on the Mediterranean 
Sea and so the ship started. But very soon a great storm 
of wind arose and the people were very much frightened. 
Paul was not troubled for the Lord had told him that he 
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must stand before Cesar in Rome, and he knew that he 
should go there. He asked the Lord to bring them all safely 
through the storm and a dream was sent to him in which 
an angel stood by him and promised that he should stand 
before Cesar, and that all on board the ship should be saved 
though they must first be cast upon an island. 

Paul told the people on the ship this dream and it 
comforted them. For fourteen nights they had been tossed 
by the wind through the darkness and at last they were 
driven upon an island. The ship was broken in pieces but 
all the men escaped to the land. 

Have you heard about the Island of Malta? This 
was the island and it was then called Melita. The people 
of the island were uncivilized but they were sorry for the 


shipwrecked people and were kind to them. They made - 


a fire on the shore, and the cold, wet men were glad and 
thankful. Paul helped to gather sticks to make the fire and 
as he held them over the fire a poisonous little snake came 
out of them and fastened on his hand. When the people 
of the island saw this they expected to see Paul fall down 
dead, but God had a work for him to do and he did not let 
him die then. When the savage people saw this they said: 

“He is a god!” 

The head of the island was named Publius and he 
was very kind. He fed the men and helped them all he could 
and in return Paul cured his sick father of a fever, and other 
people, too, who came from other parts of the island. Paul 
was always busy helping others and he was glad to do these 
kind acts for the poor, sick people. 

After three months a ship was ready to go to Rome 
and they all went away from the island. The ship was 
called ‘The Twin Brothers” and it carried Paul and all the 
shipwrecked men safely to Rome and not one life was lost. 

This is the longest and best sea-story in the Bible. 
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IN THESE ANSWERS. (Date) 


ie 


Where was Paul going when he was shipwrecked and 


What must our attitude to others be in order to fulfill 
the law of Christ? 
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